Reading Questions from Fareed Zakaria, The Post-American World

Students – please note that these questions go through only the first part of Chapter 4.  During week 4 we will continue with the rest of the Chapter 4, and beyond.

CHAPTER 1   THE RISE OF THE REST

Is this book about the decline of America?  Explain.

List and briefly describe the three power shifts that the world has undergone in the past 500 years.

List several of the group of biggest, tallest, greatest, etc… as described on pages 2-3.   How many of these … “ests” see the United States at the top?   What does Zakaria suggest is his reason for giving this list?  Are these statistics part of a larger global trend?

What is an implication of the author’s observation that power is shifting away from nation-states?  (Also see definition of this term if you are not sure exactly what it means.)

There are three “international systems” described briefly on page 4. What are they?

In what dimension do we remain in a single superpower world?  List the other five dimensions that the author lays out as moving away from American dominance.

CHAPTER 2   THE CUP RUNNETH OVER

Characterize the global economic growth rate and global per capital income from 2000-2007, relative to the previous thirty years or so.

Does the author believe that Iraq’s troubles have greatly destabilized the Middle East?

Why does Zakaria state that Syria and Iran had less to loose by making trouble in Iraq?

What are the general trends in war and organized violence over the past two decades?  Why do people in general perceive (incorrectly) just the opposite trend?

Characterize Islamic terror, in terms of numbers involved, causes, and facilitators. 

Who does the author believe has the upper hand in the struggle between governments and terrorists?

Why did Al Qaeda morph into not only an anti-Christian and anti-Jewish group, but also an anti-Shiite group?  What has the result been?

Zakaria compares the diversity within the communist community (mostly in the past) with that in the Islamist community?  What does he suggest this undermines?

Be specific about what the author means when he states that Al Qaeda Central “was a terrorist organization; it has become a communications company”.

What is the crippling weakness of the new, improvised, localized strategy?

How appealing does the fundamentalist Islamic model appear to be in the world community?

What is the author illustrating when he states that “When Muslims travel, they flock by the millions to see the razzle-dazzle of Dubai, not the seminaries of Iran”?

Zakaria characterizes the effects of terrorist acts to be diminishing or increasing since 9/11/2001?

What does the author mean by the statement that “people have recognized that the best counterterrorism policy is resilience”?

Does the author believe that weapons of mass destruction present a major threat to societies?  Explain.

Zakaria attempts to minimize the perceived threats of Iran and North Korea.  Summarize his arguments.

The Great Expansion

What is trumping politics in the world, according to Zakaria?  

In what two periods since 1800 have politics been turbulent, yet growth robust?  What characteristic did these two periods have in common?  Is the period we are now in another such period?  (Note – it remains to be seen whether the current financial crisis will undermine the global growth rate for an extended number of years – and this financial crisis was only emerging when the author finished this book in late 2007)

What are the two factors that Zakaria believes will guarantee the magnitude and long-term nature of the shift?

The Three Forces…

In the 1970s, how did India’s policy and intellectual elites see the US and the Soviets on the political-economic spectrum?  Where was India and most of the rest in this conceptualization?  Where did this “middle” road lead?

What was the role of the collapse of the Soviet Union in the thinking about economic development?

What force has powered the new era of economic expansion?    What were the other two connected revolutions?  (p. 23)

What is hyperinflation, and what are its effects?

What is meant by the idea that the world has become flat, and what caused this?

What caused goods to become mobile in the 14th century, capital to become mobile in the 17th century, and labor to become mobile in the 1990s (hint – not movement of people per se)?

What type of countries now holds 75% of the world’s foreign exchange reserves?

Goldman Sachs has predicted that which countries will collectively have a larger economic output than the G-7 countries?

Global growth explains the rise in liquidity. What influence has this had on the cost of credit?  On the price of assets (real estate, stocks, and bonds)?

Explain how China and India have functioned as two great global deflation machines.  (Note that deflation is the opposite of inflation – deflation is when prices are falling.)  Though the author fails to mention it here, what does this imply about their effects on wages in the already wealthy countries such as the G-7?

What are some of the unfortunate side effects of low interest rates and cheap credit?

Why does the author believe that the world economy was able to absorb the increase in oil prices up into 2008?  What market fundamental caused the increase in prices, as compared with what drove prices up in the 1970s (related to OPEC)?

Oil prices were still high at the time that this book went to press.  What countries were the non-market parasitic beneficiaries of this?  (to paraphrase slightly the author)

What has oil income allowed Iran to do? Now that oil prices are low, do you believe this will impair Iran’s ability to do some of these things?  Which ones?  Discuss.

What is the most acute problem of plenty, in the view of the author?

The Rise of Nationalism

The author states that in a globalized world, almost all problems spill over borders.  Does this mean potentially that in a class such as GEOG 410 Global Issues that almost all such problems can be thought of as global issues?

Zakaria states that a central challenge of the rise of the rest is to stop the forces of global growth from turning into the forces of global disorder and disintegration.  In what context does he say this?  Hint:  what has globalized, what has not so much globalized?  Discuss.

The author, while in a restaurant in Shanghai, felt like he was in Berlin in 1910.  Explain.

Illustrate what the author means when he says that nationalism has always perplexed Americans.

A partial quote from Zbigniew Brzezinski appears on page 34.  Read it, (and previous material on page 33, and then discuss a couple of the key terms from Manjoo that help explain these ideas.  What do you think of the quote from the young Chinese official on page 35?

What is the “third way” that many countries are choosing as rising powers, and what is an effect of choosing it?

What was the old model of getting political things done (p. 37)?  Why is the Kyoto accord part of this?  What are other international political entities that are used as examples of  the old way?

What is meant by sub-nationalism, and what does that author mean by stating that legitimacy becomes even more important?

The Last Superpower

Does the author seem very worried that the United States has been hurt by globalization – by the loss of key industries, lack of consumer saving, and increasing indebtedness to Asian central banks?

Which country, according to the World Economic Forum, ranks first in competitiveness and innovation?

Due to what forces does the author state that the United States’ position in terms of share of world economic output is likely to slip some in the next decades? On what basis does he say that Americans should not be worried about this?

Zakaria is not so optimistic about the future of Japan and Western Europe.  Unfortunately he does not really explain why here.  More later!

What does the author believe is the true cause of the reaction around the world to the Iraq War?

Zakaria states that the only way for the United States to deter rogue actions (from such nations) will be to create a broad, durable coalition against them.   He believes doing so is only possible if what is shown?

Fill in the blanks:  The balance between __________ and ___________ is the chief challenge for American foreign policy in the next few decades.

Large US-based multinational corporations know that their growth no relies on penetrating foreign markets more than on dominating the US market.  Explain why.

To what degree does Zakaria believe that American society is also outward looking, like its major multinational corporations?

What are the consequences the author lists of American insularity, both positive (name two) and negative (name at least four).

What is the role of the US national political culture in shaping popular suspicions of the emerging global era?  Summarize all major points.

Regarding views about free trade, how does the United States compare with other countries?  What are the trends in views about this in the US over the past five years?

How do popular views in the United States about foreign companies compare with views about foreign companies in other countries?

What is the irony about the rise of the rest, according to the author?

The author speculates that future historians might note that  “…the US succeeded in globalizing the world, but forgot to globalize itself.”    Do you think this will be a fair statement?

CHAPTER 3  A NON-WESTERN WORLD

How did Zheng’s ships and size of navy compare with contemporaries elsewhere in the world?  What explains the later extirpation of Chinese maritime dominance in the world?

Zakaria points out that it has become politically correct (but not historically correct) to point out that China and India were as rich as the West right up until the 1800s.  What is misleading, in his opinion, with this statement?  Integrate concepts of population and agricultural production.

Zakaria presents GDP per capita as a more useful measure to compare.  How did China compare with Western Europe in AD 1500, 1600 with this measure?

Contrast Chinese GDP growth with W. European GDP growth from 1350 and 1950.

The average daily wage of a laborer  in the 18th century could more in what country?

a) China b) Amsterdam c) London  d) Paris

For the first centuries of the second millennium, when Europe was struggling through the Middle Ages, where was the world’s prosperity?

When did Europe begin to move ahead scientifically and economically, and why?

Why did China fall behind after the 1400s?

What did Malthus say in his 1798 treatise on population?

In which continent were the predictions of Malthus correct, and in which continents, not correct?

Why measurement of productivity did Britain show great gains, but not China in the 1800s?   

What did Senator Daniel Patrick Moynihan say about the role of culture and politics in determining the success of a society?

The Middle East was once the world center of science and trade.  In recent decades, its chief exports have been oil and Islamic fundamentalism.  How does Zakaria explain this?  

The oppressive centralized state that extracted taxes from its subjects while providing little in return was more limited in Europe than in much of the non-Western world beginning in the 15th century.    Summarize each of the three explanations that Zakaria offers for this (all drawn from previous historical research, by the way, not his own unique insights).

What was the role of Europe’s contact with the rest of the world after the 1500s, in general?

Although Europeans dominated the Americas, parts of Asia and sub-Saharan Africa during their period of colonial expansion beginning in the 1500s, they only traded in the lands of the Middle East and North Africa until the early 19th century.  Why?

Why does Zakaria believe that there have always been many non-Westerners eager to learn the ways of the West? (p. 70)

Critiques of the West by non-Westerners have often borrowed from ideas developed in the West itself.   Why does the author focus on this?

Modernization

Zakaria raises some important questions about modernization and being Western. 

Make a list of Western characteristics

Make a list of modern characteristics

How does mass capitalism fit into either of the above?

What does the author mean by the old high culture and order? (page 78)

What share of the global population can speak some English?

When Zakaria says that when Asian leaders speak today of the need to preserve their distinctive Asian values, they sound just like who?

The Mixed-up Future

Bollywood movies are produced where?  From what cultural center are many based?

But what are they like?

Zakaria says that the real effect of globalization has been en efflorescence of the local and modern.  Give examples from India, China, and the Middle East.

Why are a) China and b) India unlikely to develop an activist, global, human rights agenda, in the opinion of the author?  Do you think that if Americans knew these reasons, they might view India or especially China differently?

CHAPTER 4  THE CHALLENGER

Who is the challenger, and why does the author believe it hits the American mind so hard?

Who led that great country from 1949-1979, and what does the author say was destroyed in the process?  See also page 104.

What are the two pressures that are pushing Beijing toward a cooperative integration into  the world?  What do these same two forces cause in the country?

Deng said that the country should let _______, not ideology, guide its path.

What has China’s annual economic growth rate been over the past almost 30 years?

Since Deng began, how many people have been moved out of poverty?

Of the 20 fastest growing cities in the world, how many are in China?

What is different about China’s trade and investment strategy, compared with what Japan and South Korea pursued?  Why did it pursue this different approach?

What percentage of Chinese GDP is trade?  How does this compare with the US?  (hint, earlier chapter, or look up online.  Which economy is thus more open?

What is the growth rate of imports into China from the US?

(note – there will be more questions from Chapter 4 when we get to week 4 of the course)

